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FEDERAL  COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

147  CFR  Part  831 

Simplification  of  the  FCC's  Rules  for 
Recreational  Boaters 

agency:  Federal  Communications 
Commission. 

action:  Proposed  rule  making. 

summary:  This  item  proposed  to  simpify 
the  marine  radio  rules  for  recreational 
boaters.  The  recreational  boater  will 
now  have  the  option  of  purchasing  Part 
83  of  the  FCC's  rules  or  a  new 
publication  entitled.  How  to  Use  Your 
VHF  Marine  Radio.  This  action  is  being 
taken  by  the  Commission  on  its  own 
initiative  as  part  of  a  program  of 
simplifying  its  rules  and  regulations. 
These  new  rules  will  provide  the 
recreational  boater  with  more  easily 
understandable  rules,  and  should  lead  to 
better  compliance  and  radio  operation 
in  the  marine  VHF  band. 

DATES:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  July  26. 1979,  and  Reply 
Comments  must  be  received  on  or 
before  August  27, 1979. 

ADDRESSES:  Federal  Communications 
Commission.  Washington.  D.C.  20554. 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Bruce  A.  Franca.  Private  Radio  Bureau, 
(202)  632.7175. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Adopted:  April  12. 1979. 

Released:  April  17, 1979. 

By  the  Commission:  Chairman  Ferris 
issuing  a  Separate  Statement: 
Commissioner  Washburn  absent. 

In  the  matter  of  Simplification  of  the 
FCC's  rules  for  recreational  boaters,  PR 
Docket  No.  79-86. 

1.  The  FCC  proposes  to  simplify  some 
of  its  marine  radio  rules.  The  rules  we 
are  proposing  are  written  in  plain 
English.  W'e  are  doing  this  to  make  our 
rules  easier  to  read.  We  hope  more 
people  will  understand  and  obey  our 
rules  as  a  result. 

What  is  the  Background  of  our 
Proposal? 

2.  Most  recreational  or  pleasure  boats 
are  not  required  by  law  to  have  two- 
way  marine  radios.  However,  for  safety 
or  other  reasons,  about  300,000 
recreational  boaters  have  put  marine 
radios  on  their  boats.  The  FCC's  rules 
say  that  if  you  have  a  two-way  marine 
radio  on  your  boat,  you  must  get  a  copy 
of  Part  83  of  the  FCC's  rules.'  (Part  83  of 

'  The  FCC  waived  this  rule  for  recreational 
boaters  in  an  Order  released  June  14. 197S.  FCC 
Mimeo  1909. 


the  FCC's  rules  is  about  shipboard 
stations  in  the  Maritime  Radio  Services.) 

Why  are  we  Proposing  New  Rules? 

3.  There  are  several  problems  with  the 
current  rules.  First,  most  two-way 
marine  radios  are  on  boats  that  do  not 
have  to  have  radios.  But  most  of  the 
rules  in  Part  83  are  about  vessels  that  do 
have  to  have  radios  (such  as.  large 
passenger  and  commercial  vessels).  So  a 
typical  recreational  boater  must  buy 
rules  mostly  unrelated  to  his  or  her  radio 
operation.  Second.  Part  83  is  available 
only  as  part  of  Volume  IV  of  the  FCC's 
rules.  This  volume  contains  an  entirely 
separate  rule  part — Part  81 — not  needed 
by  the  recreational  boater.  Third. 

Volume  IV  costs  $15.75.  Only  about  10% 
of  those  who  are  supposed  to  buy  the 
rules  actually  do  so.  Finally,  many  of  the 
rules  are  hard  to  understand.  Some  are 
poorly  written.  Others  are  too  technical 
or  use  words  the  average  reader  does 
not  know. 

W'hat  Rules  are  we  Proposing  and  Why? 

4.  Every  boat  equipped  with  a  marine 
radio  is  part  of  an  international  safety 
system.  The  system  is  called  the 
Maritime  Mobile  Radio  Service.  It's 
important,  therefore,  that  marine  radio 
communications  be  conducted 
corrrectly.  We  think  one  way  we  might 
encourage  better  communications  is  to 
provide  recreational  boaters  with  rules 
they  can  understand.  To  do  this,  we 
propose  to  rewrite  the  very  high 
frequency  (VHF)  marine  radio  rules  in 
plain  English.  W'e  also  propose  to 
publish  these  new  rules  in  a  booklet 
separate  from  Part  83.  The  recreational 
boater  will  then  have  available  at  low 
cost  all  the  rules  he  or  she  needs  to 
know  to  use  a  marine  radio.  We 
propose,  further,  to  require  the 
recreational  boater  to  have  either  a 
copy  of  Part  83  or  a  copy  of  the  new 
simplified  rules. 

5.  W'e  believe  we  should  provide  the 
public  with  useful  and  readable  rules. 
We  think  the  public  is  more  likely  to 
obey  rules  they  can  understand.  Our 
proposal  to  adopt  these  new  simple 
marine  radio  rules  is  an  important  step 
in  our  attempt  to  w'rite  rules  in  plain 
English.*  Where  possible,  we  will 
continue  to  give  the  public  the  simplest, 
most  readable  rules  we  can. 

6.  The  exact  rules  we  are  proposing 
appear  below.  Authority  for  this  action 
is  contained  in  Sections  4(i)  and  303  of 
the  Communications  Act  of  1934,  as 
amended. 

’See  also.  In  the  Matter  of  Revision  of  Subpart  D 
of  Part  95  of  the  Commission 's  Rules.  Citizens  Band 

Radio  Service, - FCC - 2d  (1978):  The  Law  of 

Political  Broadcasting.  43  FR  36.142  (1978). 


How  to  File  Comments 

7.  Public  participation  in  this 
rulemaking  is  very  important.  Although 
the  rule  changes  we  are  proposing  are 
mostly  editorial  in  nature,  we  are  giving 
the  the  public  90  days  to  comment.  We 
are  also  providing  30  days  to  comment 
on  comments  filed  by  others.  (These  are 
called  "reply  comments.")  During  this 
period,  we  hope  many  persons  will 
study  our  proposals  carefully  and 
submit  thoughtful  comments.  Although 
this  Notice  only  proposes  rules  for  VHF 
radios,  we  would  like  to  get  comments 
on  the  value  of  simplified  rules  for  other 
kinds  of  radio  operation. 

8.  How  Comments  should  he 
prepared.  Comments  must  clearly  show 
Docket  No.  on  the  first  page. 

9.  How  many  copies  should  be  sent? 
Sec.  1.419  of  the  FCC  Rules  requires  that 
the  original  and  5  copies  of  comments  be 
filed.  If  you  want  each  Commissioner  to 
receive  a  personal  copy  of  your 
comments,  you  should  include  6  extra 
copies.  The  FCC  will  fully  consider  all 
relevant  and  timely  comments  before  it 
takes  final  action.  In  reaching  its 
decision,  the  Commission  may  take  into 
consideration  information  and  ideas  not 
contained  in  the  comments,  provided 
that  such  information  or  a  writing 
indicating  the  nature  and  source  of  such 
information  is  placed  in  the  public  file, 
and  provided  that  the  fact  of  the 
Commission’s  reliance  on  such 
information  is  noted  in  the  Report  and 
Order. 

10.  Where  to  send  Comments.  Send 
comments  to  Secretary,  Federal 
Communications  Commission, 
Washington.  D.C.  20554. 

11.  How  to  see  the  Comments  of  other 
parties.  All  comments  will  be  available 
for  public  inspection  in  the  FCC  Dockets 
Reference  Room,  Room  239, 1919  M  St., 
NW,  Washington,  D.C.  The  FCC  is  open 
weekdays  between  8:00  a.m.  and  5:30 
p.m. 

12.  Deadline  for  filing  Comments. 
Comments  must  be  received  by  July  26. 
1979.  Replies  to  comments  must  be 
received  by  August  27, 1979. 

13.  If  you  have  questions  about  this 
document,  contact  Bruce  A.  Franca  (202) 
632-7175.  (This  is  not  a  toll-free 
number.) 

Federal  Communications  Commission.* 

William  |.  Tiicarico. 

Secretary. 

Appendix 

Part  83  of  Chapter  1  of  Title  47  of  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  is  amended 
to  read  as  follows: 

*See  altached  statement  of  Chairman  Ferris. 
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PART  83— STATIONS  ON  SHIPBOARD 
IN  THE  MARITIME  SERVICES 

1.  In  §  83.367,  paragraph  (b)  is 
amended  by  the  addition  of  a  footnote 
to  read  as  follows: 

§  63.367  Station  documents. 

(a)  *  *  * 

(b)  Ship  radiotelephone  stations  not 
subject  to  the  Safety  Convention  shall 
be  provided  with  the  documents  listed 
in  subparagraphs  (1),  (2),  (3),  and  (6) '  of 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section.  At  the 
option  of  the  licensee  of  a 
radiotelephone  station  not  subject  to  the 
compulsory  equipment  requirements  of 
the  Communications  Act  or  the  Great 
Lakes  Agreement,  the  required  copy  of 
part  83  of  the  Commission’s  rules  may 
be  retained  in  a  suitable  place  on  shore 
in  lieu  of  being  provided  aboard  the 
vessel. 

2.  A  new  Subpart  CC  is  added  to  read 
as  follows: 

Subpart  CC — How  To  Use  Your  VHF  Marine 
Radio 

Table  of  Contents 

1 —  General  *’ 

VHF  Marine  Rule  1 — Who  are  these  rules 

for? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  2 — What  do  these  rules 
tell  me? 

2 —  How  To  Get  a  License 

V'HF  Marine  Rule  3 — Do  I  need  a  license? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  4 — How  do  I  apply  for 
my  license  and  for  my  RP? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  5 — May  I  operate  my 
marine  radio  while  my  applications  are 
being  processed? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  6 — How  do  I  make 
changes  during  my  license  term? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  7 — How  do  I  renew  my 
license? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  8 — What  do  I  do  if  I  lose 
my  license  or  RP? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  9 — What  must  I  do  if  t 
sell  my  boat? 

3 —  How  To  Operate  Your  Radio 

VI  IF  Marine  Rule  10 — What  type  of 
equipment  must  I  have? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  11 — May  I  install  and 
service  my  marine  radio? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  12 — What  channels  may 
I  use? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  13 — How  do  I  operate  my 
marine  radio? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  14 — What 
communications  are  prohibited? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  15— Do  I  have  to  keep  a 
radio  log? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  16 — Do  1  need  a  copy  of 
the  FCC's  rules? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  17 — Do  I  have  to  make 
my  ship  station  available  for  inspection? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  18 — What  happens  if  I 
violate  these  rules? 

'The  separate  publication  (Subpart  CC  of  Part  83) 
entitled.  How  to  Use  Your  VHF  Marine  Radio,  may 
be  substituted  for  the  required  copy  of  Part  83  of 
this  chapter  in  the  case  of  voluntarily  equipped  Vt-fF 
radiotelephone  ship  stations. 


4 — Emergency  Operation  Requirements 
VHF  Marine  Rule  19 — What  are  the  marine 
emergency  signals? 

VHF  Marine  Rule  20 — What  is  the  marine 
distress  procedure? 

Order  Form  for  FCC  rules. 

Subpart  CC— How  To  Use  Your  VHF 
Marine  Radio 

General 

VHF  Marine  Rule  1  Who  are  the.se 
rules  for? 

These  rules  are  for  recreational 
boaters  who  have  put  VHF  (Very  //igh 
FVequency)  marine  radios  on  their  boats. 
A  VHF  marine  radio  is  a  two-way  radio 
for  boaters.  VHF  marine  radios  operate 
on  channels  in  the  very  high  frequency 
band  between  156  and  162  MHz. 

VHF  Marine  Rule  2  What  do  these 
rules  tell  me? 

Rules  3  through  9  tell  you  how  to  get  a 
license  for  your  radio.  Rules  10  through 
20  tell  you  how  to  operate  your  radio. 

How  To  Get  a  License 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  3  Do  I  need  a 
license? 

You  must  have  both  a  SHIP  STATION 
LICENSE  and  at  least  a  RESTRICTED 
RADIO-TELEPHONE  OPERATORS 
PERMIT  (RP)  before  you  use  your  radio. 
VHF  MARINE  RULE  4  How  do  I  apply 
for  my  license  and  for  my  RP? 

(a)  Use  FCC  Form  506  'to  apply  for  a 
ship  station  license.  The  license  term  is 
for  five  years.  You  may  not  transfer  this 
license  to  another  person  or  boat. 

(b)  Use  FCC  Form  753  to  apply  for  an 
RP.  You  must  be  at  Ieast.l4  years  old. 
There  is  no  test  required.  The  RP  is 
issued  for  your  lifetime. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  5  May  I  operate 
my  marine  radio  while  my  applications 
are  being  processed? 

(a)  You  may  operate  your  marine 
radio  after  you  have  mailed  your 
applications  to  the  FCC,  if — 

(1)  You  fill  out  a  temporary  operating 
authority  application  (FCC  Form  506-A), 
and 

(2)  You  keep  this  form  with  your 
station  records.  The  completed  form  is 
your  temporary  operating  authority. 

(b)  This  temporary  operating  authority 
is  valid  for  60  days  after  you  mail  your 
applications  to  the  FCC. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  6  How  do  I  make 
changes  during  my  license  term? 

(a)  The  following  table  tells  you  what 
you  must  do  for  changes  during  your 
license  term: 

if  yotr  You  mute 

Change  your  mailing  address..  TeM  the  FCC  In  writing. 

Change  your  name _ _ _  Ten  the  FOC  m  writing. 

'  FCC  Form  506  is  a  new  application  form  that 
replaces  FCC  Form  502  beginning  April  1, 1979. 


Hyou  You  must 

Are  a  corporation  and  the  Apply  tor  a  new  ship  statnn 

ownership  or  control  of  the  license, 
corporation  changes. 

Add  or  replace  a  transmitter  (No  action  required) 
wtsch  operates  in  the  same 
frequency  band. 

Add  a  transmitter  which  Apply  for  modification  of  youi 

operates  in  a  new  ship  station  license, 

frequency  band 

(b)  Send  your  written  notice  of  change 
to  FCC.  P.O.  Box  1040,  Gettysburg,  PA. 
17325. 

(c)  Use  FCC  Form  506  to  modify  your 
ship  station  license. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  7  How  do  I  renew 
my  license? 

(d)  Use  FCC  Form  405-B  to  renew 
your  license.  The  FCC  will  send  you  this 
form  about  4  to  8  weeks  before  your 
license  expires.  If  you  do  not  receive 
this  form,  you  may  use  FCC  Form  506  to 
renew  your  license. 

(b)  If  you  send  in  your  renewal  form 
before  your  license  expires,  you  may 
continue  to  operate  under  that  license 
until  the  FCC  acts  on  your  application. 
You  do  not  need  a  temporary  permit,  but 
you  should  keep  a  copy  of  the 
application  you  send  the  FCC. 

(c)  You  must  stop  transmitting  as  soon 
as  your  license  expires,  unless  you  have 
already  sent  your  renewal  application  to 
the  FCC.  You  may  not  begin  transmitting 
again  until  you  have  received  a  new 
license  from  the  FCC.  However,  if  in 
distress,  you  may  use  your  radio. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  8  What  do  I  do  if 
I  lose  my  license  or  RP? 

(a)  If  you  lose  your  license,  you  must 
request  a  duplicate  from  the  FCC, 
Gettysburg,  PA  17325.  Your  request  must 
include  your  name,  your  address  and 
your  station  call  sign. 

(b)  If  you  lose  your  RP,  you  must 
request  a  duplicate  from  the  FCC.  Use 
FCC  Form  7^  to  request  a  duplicate  RP. 
VHF  MARINE  RULE  9  What  must  I  do 
if  I  sell  my  boat? 

If  you  sell  your  boat,  you  must  send 
your  ship  station  license  to  the  FCC, 
Gettysburg,  PA  17325  for  cancellation. 
You  cannot  transfer  your  ship  station 
license  to  another  person  or  boat. 

How  To  Operate  Your  Radio 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  10  What  type 
of  equipment  must  I  have? 

(a)  Your  radio  must  be  type  accepted 
by  the  FCC.  You  can  tell  a  type  accepted 
radio  by  the  type  acceptance  label  on 
the  radio.  You  may  look  at  a  list  of  type 
accepted  radios  at  any  FCC  field  office 
or  at  FCC  headquarters. 

(b)  The  power  output  of  your  radio 
must  not  be  more  than  25  watts.  You 
must  also  be  able  to  lower  the  power  of 
your  radio  to  one  watt  or  less. 
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(c)  Your  radio  must  be  able  to 
transmit  on  channel  16.  channel  6  and  at 
least  one  other  channel. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  11  May  I  install 
and  ser\ice  my  Marine  radio? 

(a)  Ycu  may  install  your  radio  in  your 
boat. 

(b)  All  repairs  or  adjustments  to  your 
radio  must  be  made  by.  or  under  the 
supervision  of.  an  FCC  licensed  first  or 
second  class  commercial  operator. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  12  What 
channels  may  I  use? 

(a)  Each  channel  is  used  only  for 
certain  types  of  messages.  You  must 
choose  a  channel  which  is  available  for 
the  type  of  message  you  want  to  send. 
Except  where  noted,  channels  are 
available  for  both  ship-to-ship  and  ship- 
to-coast  messages. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  13  How  do  I 
operate  my  marine  radio? 

(a)  Maintain  yaur  watch.  Whenever 
your  radio  is  turned  on  (and  not  being 
used  for  messages),  keep  it  tuned  to 
Channel  16. 

(b)  Power.  Try  one  watt  first  if  the 
station  being  called  is  within  a  few 
miles.  If  no  answer,  you  may  switch  to 
higher  power. 

(c)  Calling  coast  stations.  Cal)  a  coast 
station  on  its  working  channel.  You  may 
use  Channel  16  when  you  do  not  know 
the  working  channel. 

(d)  Calling  other  boats  or  ships.  Call 
other  boats  or  ships  on  Channel  16.  You 
may  call  on  ship-to*ship  working 
channels  when  you  know  that  the  boat 
is  listening  on  both  a  working  channel 
and  Channel  16. 

Note. — To  do  this,  the  boat  has  to  have  two 
separate  receivers. 

(e)  Limits  on  calling.  You  must  not 
call  the  same  station  for  more  than  30 
seconds  at  a  time.  If  you  do  not  get  a 
reply,  wait  at  least  two  minutes  before 
calling  again.  After  three  calling  periods 
wait  at  least  15  minutes  before  calling 
again. 

(f)  Change  to  a  working  channel.  After 
contacting  another  station  on  Channel 
16.  change  immediately  to  a  working 
channel. 

(g)  Station  identification.  Identify  your 
station  by  your  FCC  call  sign  at  the 
beginning  and  end  of  each  message, 
identify  in  English. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  14  What 
communications  are  prohibited? 

YOU  MUST  AOT  TRANSMIT— 

(a)  — False  distress  or  emergency 
messages; 

(b)  — Message  containing  obscene, 
indecent  or  profane  words  or  meaning: 


Type  of  message 


Channelfs)  available 


DISTRESS.  SAFETY  AND  CALLING.— Ute  this  channel  to  gel  the  attention  of  another  sta¬ 
tion  (calling)  or  in  emergencies  (distress  and  safety). 

INTERSHIP  SAFETY.— Ute  this  channel  lor  sh«p-to-ship  safety  messages,  and  lor  search  and 
rescue  messages  with  ships  and  aircraft  of  the  Coast  Guard. 

COAST  GUARD  LIAISON.— Vte  this  channel  to  talk  to  the  Coast  Guard.  (But  first  make  con¬ 
tact  on  Channel  16). 

NONCOMMERCIAL  — yNorktng  channels  for  recreational  boats  Messages  must  be  about  the 
needs  of  the  vessel.  Typical  uses  include:  fishing  reports,  rerxiezvoue.  scheduling  repairs,  and 
berthing  information.  Use  Channels  70  and  72  only  for  ship-to-ship  messages. 

COMMERCIAL— Wolfing  channels  for  commercial  vessels  only.  Messages  must  be  about 
business  or  the  needs  of  the  vessel  Use  Channels  6.  67  and  86  only  lor  ship-to-ship  messages 

PUBLIC  CORRESPONDENCE  (MARINE  OPERATOR).-U8e  these  channels  to  call  the 
manne  operator  at  a  pubkc  coast  station.  By  contacting  a  public  coast  station,  you  can  make  and 
receive  calls  from  telephones  on  shore.  Except  lor  distress  calls,  public  coast  stations  usually 
charge  lor  this  service. 

PORT  OPERATIONS.— These  channels  are  used  m  directing  the  movement  of  ships  in  or  near 
ports,  locks  or  waterways  Messages  must  be  about  the  operational  handling,  movement  and 
safety  of  ships  In  certain  major  ports.  Channels  1 1.  12  and  14  are  being  used  for  the  Vitssel  Traf¬ 
fic  Service  systems  being  developed  by  the  Coast  Guard,  and  are  rtot  available  for  general  port 
operations  messages.  Use  channel  20  only  for  ship-lo-coast  messages. 

NA  VIGATIONAL— (also  known  as  the  bridge-to-bridge  channel)  This  channel  is  available  to  aH 
ships.  Messages  must  be  about  vessel  navigation,  for  example:  passing  or  meeting  other  vessels. 
You  must  keep  your  messages  short.  Your  power  output  must  not  be  more  than  one  watt  This  is 
also  the  mam  working  channel  at  most  locks  and  drawbridges 

STATE  CONTROL— This  channel  may  be  used  to  talk  to  ships  and  coast  stations  operated  by 
State  or  local  governments.  Messages  must  be  about  State  regulation  and  control  of  boating  activ¬ 
ities. 

WEATHER.— On  these  channels  you  may  receive  weather  broadcasts  of  the  National  Oceanic 
arxl  Atmospheric  Adrrxnistration  These  are  receive  only  channels. 
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WX-1(162  550  MHz) 
WX-2(162.400  MHz) 
WX-3(162445MHz) 


'  Not  available  in  Great  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence  Seaway 
'For  use  m  Great  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  only 
‘Available  only  m  Houston  and  New  Orleans  areas 
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(c)  — General  calls,  signals  or 
messages,  except  in  an  emergency  or  if 
you  are  testing  your  radio,  (these  are 
messages  not  addresed  to  a  particular 
station):  or 

(d)  — When  your  boat  is  on  land  (for 
example,  while  the  boat  is  on  a  trailer) 
VHF  MARINE  RULE  15  Do  I  have  to 
keep  a  raido  log? 

(a)  You  must  keep  a  radio  log.  A  radio 
log  is  a  book  in  which  you  keep 
information  about  your  radio.  The  radio 
log  must  be  neat  and  orderly.  Each  page 
of  the  log  must  be  numbered,  signed  by 
the  operator,  and  show  the  name  and 
call  sign  of  your  boat.  You  must  keep 
your  radio  log  for  at  least  one  year. 

(This  period  begins  from  the  day  of  the 
last  entry.) 

(b)  You  must  make  the  following 
entries  in  your  radio  log: 

(1)  Each  distress  {MAYDAY)  message 
you  send  or  hear, 

(2)  Each  urgency  (PAN  PAN)  or  safety 
(SECURITY)  message  you  send  and 

(3)  All  information  about  the 
installation  and  servicing  of  your  radio. 

(c)  For  more  information  on  distress 
messages,  urgency  messages  and  safety 
messages,  see  VHF  Marine  Rule  19. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  16  Do  I  need  a 
copy  of  the  FCC’s  rules? 

(a)  You  must  have  either  a  current 
copy  of  these  VHF  marine  rules,  or  a 
copy  of  Part  83.  Part  83  is  contained  in 
Volume  IV  of  the  FCC's  rules  and 
Regulations. 

(b)  Both  these  VHF  marine  rules  and 
Volume  IV  are  available  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents. 
Government  Printing  Office.  See  Order 
Form  at  the  end  of  these  rules. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  17  Do  I  have  to 
make  my  ship  station  available  for 
inspection? 

Your  station  and  your  station  records 
(radio  log.  station  license  and  operator 
license  or  RP)  must  be  shown  when 
requested  by  an  authorized  FCC 
representative. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  18  What  happens 
if  I  violate  these  rules? 

(a)  If  it  appears  to  the  FCC  that  you 
have  violated  the  Communications  Act 
or  these  rules,  the  FCC  may  send  you  a 
written  notice  of  the  apparent  violation. 

(b)  If  the  violation  notice  covers  a 
technical  raido  standard,  you  must  stop 
using  your  radio.  You  must  not  use  your 
radio  until  you  have  had  all  the 
technical  problems  fixed.  You  may  have 
to  have  tests  conducted.  You  may  have 
to  report  the  results  of  those  tests  to  the 
FCC.  Test  results  must  be  signed  by  the 
commercial  operator  who  conducted 
that  test. 


(c)  If  the  FCC  Hnds  that  you  have 
willfully  or  repeatedly  violated  the 
Communications  Act  or  these  rules,  your 
license  may  be  revoked  and  you  may  be 
fined  or  sent  to  prison. 

Emergency  Operating  Requirements 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  19  What  are  the 
marine  emergency  signals? 

(a)  The  three  spoken  international 
emergency  signals  are: 

(1)  MAYDAY— distress  signal 
MAYDAY  is  used  to  indicate  that  a 
station  is  threatened  by  grave  and 
imminent  danger  and  requests 
immediate  assistance.  MAYDAY  has 
priority  over  all  other  messages. 

(2)  PAN  PAN — ^The  urgency  signal 
PAN  is  used  when  the  safety  of  the 
vessel  or  person  is  in  jeopardy. 

(3)  SECURITY— Yhe  safety  signal 
SECURITY  is  used  for  messages  about 
the  safety  of  navigation  or  important 
weather  warnings. 

(b)  You  must  give  any  message 
beginning  with  one  of  these  signals 
priority  over  routine  messages. 

VHF  MARINE  RULE  20  What  is  the 
marine  distress  procedure? 

Marine  Distress  Communications  Form 
Speak  Slowly— clearly— calmly 

1.  Make  sure  your  radio  is  on. 

2.  Select  VHF  Channel  16  (156.8  MHz). 

3.  Press  microphone  button  and  say: 
"Mayday — Mayday — Mayday." 

4.  Say:  “This  is - .” 

Your  Boat  Name/Call  Sign  repeated  three 
times 

5.  Say:  "Mayday 


Your  Boat  Name 

6.  Tell  where  you  are:  (What 
navigational  aids  or  landmarks  are 
near.) 

7.  State  the  nature  of  your  distress. 

6.  Give  number  of  persons  aboard  and 
conditions  of  any  injured. 

9.  Estimate  present  seaworthiness  of 
your  boat. 

10.  Briefly  describe  your  boat: 

- Feet - : - 

Hull. 

Length 

Type 

Color 

11.  Say:  “I  will  be  listening  on  channel 
16." 

12.  End  Message  by  saying:  “This  is 
- .  Over” 

Your  Boat  Name  and  Call  Sign 

13.  Release  microphone  button  and 
listen:  Someone  should  answer.  If  they 
do  not  repeat  call,  beginning  at  item  no. 
3  above. 


Additional  Statement  of  Chaties  D. 

Ferris  on  the  FCC’s  Simplification  of  its 
Rules  for  Recreational  Boaters 

Today's  action  is  another  step  in  the 
Commission's  efforts  to  simplify  and 
clarify  our  rules  in  order  to  provide 
better  service  to  the  public.  Even  more 
important  these  rules  should  increase 
maritime  safety. 

~  Every  boat  equipped  with  a  marine 
radio  and  complying  with  these  rules  is 
part  of  an  international  safety  system. 
Approximately  300,000  recreational 
boaters  have  now  put  marine  radios  on 
their  boats.  But  Commission's  rules 
governing  marine  radio  can  now  be 
purchased  only  in  conjunction  with 
other  rules  for  commercial  and  other 
maritime  users  that  recreational  boaters 
are  not  required  to  have.  These  rules  are 
overly  complex.  Thus,  we  have  been 
placing  unreasonable  burdens  on  the 
small  boater  that  invite  non-compliance 
and  add  to  the  lack  of  credibility  of 
regulation,  even  where  it — as  here — 
serves  an  important  public  purpose. 

Adoption  of  new  and  simplified  rules 
more  readily  available  to  the  boating 
public  follows  the  precedent  set  by  our 
Plain  English  Citizens  Band  Rules.  It 
demonstrates  the  Commission's 
renewed  commitment  to  acting 
effectively  and  clearly. 
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